
  
 

 

 
Name: Cameron  M. Trefry  

Company: Ware Malcomb  

Position:  Regional Manager  

Age:  29 

Education: University of Colorado 

Years in Real Estate:  7 
 

 
1. What are your current responsibilities and background? 

As Regional Manager at Ware Malcomb I have an expanded operations role and responsibility 
for the overall growth and leadership of the Chicago Office. My experience includes master 
planning, architectural design, project management, business development, and client relations. 
I have designed and managed major Build to Suit projects and Corporate Headquarters, as well 
as highly technical process-driven, and automation-intensive, automated warehouses, food 
grade freezer cooler buildings, office buildings, renovations/remodels, and various other 
commercial projects. 

 
2. Who has been the biggest influence in your career so far? 

The largest influence in my career so far has been my mentor, Jay Todisco. I have gained much 
more than just architectural knowledge from him. He has taught me about the importance of 
relationship building and client service.  
 

3. What are the three most important qualities you think a real estate young professional 
should possess? 
#1. A strong work ethic 
#2. The willingness to take risks. 
#3. A positive attitude 
 

4. What is the most important lesson you have learned during your career thus far? 
Having started my career in 2006, I have seen the good times and the bad. The economy and 
the real estate markets are cyclical. It is not always upside in this industry and to be successful 
you have to be able to weather the bad times. Sometimes that means working out of your 
comfort zone and diversifying your target product type.  
 
   



  
 

5. How long have you been involved with NAIOP and what do you view as the benefits of 
your NAIOP Developing Leader membership? 
I have been attending NAIOP events for 6 years and have been a DL member for around 3. The 
most valuable events that NAIOP Developing Leaders host are the Off-the-Record events 
where the crowd is small and you get a glimpse into the career of some of the most successful 
members of our local real estate community. The true value of the NAIOP organization for me is 
the people I get to meet and the relationships I have developed.  
 

6. What networking advice can you offer young professionals to help advance their 
careers? 
Say hello to new people.  Don’t always fall back to the people you know. Follow Up! If you never 
follow up with people you meet it’s hard to build relationships.  
 

7. Outside of work, how do you enjoy spending your time? 
Golfing. Running. Biking. Spending time with family and friends and traveling.  
 

8. What's your favorite building in Chicago? 
The Legacy at Millennium Park. It is a luxury condo building that is a great example of beautiful 
contemporary architecture.   
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